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A VISIT TO CARCHEMISH. 

By Robert Francis Harper. 

On the evening of November ninth, at five o'clock, Mr. J. H. Haynes, Mr. Field 
and myself left Aintab for Carchemish. After a ride of five hours, leaving the 
Aleppo road three hours out from Aintab, we came to the village of Tel-Bashar. 
Here we sought accommodations for the night, and after more than an hour's delay, 
we finally induced one of the natives to give us the shelter of his hut. 

In the morning, at 7:30, we rode over to the mound, which is about ten minutes 
from the village, and spent two hours in surveying it. Tel-Bashar is about 150 ft. 
higher than the surrounding plain, the incline being exceedingly steep. It is 370 
paces long and 82 paces wide at the highest point. The wall around the mound 
is about thirty minutes ride in circumference. Tel-Bashar bears a striking re- 
semblance to Carchemish. Its situation, size and the general appearance of its 
surroundings seem to indicate that it would be a very promising place for excava- 
tions. In the near future, it will, undoubtedly, give up many treasures. The 
inhabitants of the village have been digging in several places for building stone. 

At half past nine, when the servants came up with the loads, we left Tel-Bashar, 
and at half past four p. m., came to Kurun-fil or Karan-fil. We had intended to 
pitch our tents on the mound at Carchemish, but, because of the cold and threatened 
rain, we decided to remain here. We were kindly received and given the guest- 
chamber of the village, which, in this case, was a very comfortable room. Early 
on the eleventh, we sent our loads on to Ahmed el-Ghanin Koy, one and a half 
hours distant, while we paid a visit to Carchemish, one half hour from Karan-ftl. 

Carchemish, or the Castle of Jerablus, lies north-east to south-west on the west- 
ern bank of the Euphrates. Roughly speaking, it is, at its highest point about 
325 paces long and 36 paces wide and 100 ft. above the water of the Euphrates. 
The excavations have been made chiefly at the west and south-west sides of the 
mound, about 40 ft. above the plain. Karan-fil is about thirty minutes to the 
west-south-west. There is another village, about ten minutes from the base, to 
the west. Still another lies directly opposite on the eastern bank of the Euphrates, 
and Jerablus is to the east of south about twenty-five minutes distant. Among the 
things which have been excavated, but not taken away, are (1) a slab, 1 m. 75 cms. 
long and 75 cms. wide, with a Hittite inscription, in very large characters, in four 
columns. Slab is rather well preserved. (2) Figure of female, holding her breasts 
in her hands, on large, rough, broken stone. Stone disintegrating. (3) Three 
large, erect statues of black basalt, a being broken just above the knees and b and 
e through the middle part of the body. The upper parts are said to be in use as 
mill-stones in the small mill to the west of the base of the mound. (4) Large, 
erect, statue, 2 ms. 95 cms. high and I m. 75 cms. wide, with figures of two war- 
riors standing on the body of a lion. Lion is well carved and has very shaggy 
mane. Stone is complete, but upper part is damaged by fire and perforated by 
wind and rain. (5) Large statue of black basalt with figure of female. Lower 
half perfect. The upper half has been broken to pieces quite recently by the 
Arabs. It might possibly be restored from the pieces which are lying close to it. 
Mr. Haynes has a photograph of the whole figure, taken in 1884, before the upper 
half had been demolished by the Arabs. (6) Two fore-paws of a lion on two large 
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fragments. These lie very near to No. 5. (7) Large mortar — diameter inside 68 
cms., depth 65 cms. — badly cracked, but only one small fragment missing. (8) 
There are several large black basalt sockets with long, cone-shaped stones cor- 
responding to their inner dimensions. 

One of the chief reasons for visiting the mound was to learn whether the Arabs 
had been excavating. Mr. Haynes is inclined to think that no excavations have 
been made since his first visit, four years ago. 

At eleven a. m., we rode on Ahmed el-Ghinin K8y, arriving at noon. We were 
received as guests by the chief man of the village and stopped with him the re- 
mainder of the day and that night. In the afternoon, we made a short visit to 
Tel el-Gh&nin, five minutes walk from the village. The whole of this village be- 
longs to one man, and the rest of the people live with him in the tribal relation. 
Early in the morning, we took the short road to Aleppo, remaining over night at 
Bash K6°y, forty minutes from Bab, and arriving in Aleppo at four o'clock P. m. on 
the thirteenth, after a ride of twenty hours. 

Aleppo, November 23d, 1888. 



